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Emma is the youngest daughter, unmarried, and expected to stay home and look after her aged 
parents. How does Emma feel about her place? Is she conflicted?

The Amish do not believe in divorce (Matthew 19:6). How do you feel about the fact that Grant 
could not marry again, even though his wife left him for another man?

Do you think Emma was committing a sin (Matthew 5:28) because she loved a man who was married, 
even though he was alone?

Emma, Amelia, and Carrie tell each other everything. What kinds of things do you talk about with 
your best friends?

Emma’s biggest struggle is that aside from Amelia and Carrie and her mother, no one really listens to 
her. Do you ever feel the same way?

What word would you have painted on the side of the house, if you knew it would be painted over 
and covered up the next day?

Do you think it was wrong of Emma to enter the contest when she had no intention of allowing her 
book to be published?

In the Bible, a “talent” is a weight measure of precious metal such as gold or silver. But Emma 
chooses to use the meaning of skill or ability when she tells the bishop she believes God wants her to 
use her talent, not hide it in a napkin (Luke 19:20). Do you think this is appropriate in this context?

What are the talents God has given you? How do you use them?

The character of Emma was inspired by real-life Old Order Amish author Linda Byler, whose novels 
of Amish life are very popular. Have you read any of her books?
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